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EUROPEAN BRIEF 1L0-75.¥

L. PORYUGAL: THE GOVERNMENT REPORTEDLY ENDED THE MUTINY IN PORTO
BY MAXKING SOME CONCESSIONS TO THE DISSIDENT SOLDIERS' DEMANDS. ¥

THE REBELS TOOK OVER THE REGINENT A WEEK AGO ~N RETALIATION FOR
THE DISBANDMENT OF A LEFTIST TRANSPORTATION UNIT 6Y THE NORTHERN
MILITARY REGION COMMANDER. GENERAL PIRES VELOS®. VELOSO REFUSED TO
NEGOTIATE WITH THE TROGPS AND REMAINED FiRM IN HIS DETERMINATION T0
RESTORE DISCIPLINE IN THE UNITS UNDER HIS COMMAMND.

THE DISSIDENT SOLDIERS VOWED TO END THE DISPUTE ONLY IF ~rE
TRANSPORTATION UNMIT WAS RECONSTITUTED WITH THE ORIGINAL PERSONNEL.
OTHER DEMANDS INCLUDED THE RESIGNATION OF GENERAL VELOSO AND THE
RETURN OF RADICAL OFFICERS 70 POSITIONS OF POUER.Y

THE ARMY COMMANDER IN CHIEF. GENERAL CARLGS FABIAO- FLEW TO
PORTO ON TUESDAY TO DISCUSS THE SITUATION WITH BOTH VELOSO AND THE
REBELS. REPRESENTATIVES OF THE RADICAL MILITARY ORGANIZATION f
"SOLDIERS UNITED UTLL WIN™ HAD INVITED FABTAO V0 VISIT THE REGIMENT.
FABIAO PROPOSED THAT THE TRANSPORTATION REGINENT BE RECONSTITUTED AS

AN OPERATIONAL COMBAT UNIT. T-i‘{E UNIT+ KNOWN AS A HAVEN FOR SONS OF THE
DATE:
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UPPER CLASS+ HAD AVOIDED ANY COMBAT ROLE. HE AGREED THAT THE UNIT'S

NEW NAME WOULD BE THE "DETACHMENT OF THE 25TH OF APRIL+" AFTER
THE DATE OF THE MILITARY COUP THAT OVERTHREYW THE RIGHT-WING
GOVERNMENT LAST YEAR. ¥

THE COMPROMISE WITH THE REBELS UNDERCUTS VELOSO'S DRIVE TO
RESTORE DISCIPLINE AND COULD LEAD TO FURTHER PROBLEMS WITH THE
ﬁILITARY; IT IS NOT CLEAR WHETHER FABIAO; WHOSE SYMPATHY FOR THE
AZEVEDO GOVERNMENT HAS BECOME MORE SUSPECT IN RECENT DAYS HAD THE

FULL SUPPORT OF LISBON IN CONCEDING TO THE DISSIDENTS. IT IS POSSIBLE

THAT THE REGIME MAY HAYE FELT THAT IT COULD REGAIN CONTROL OF THE
REGIMENT BY REMOVING ITS EXCLUSIVE STATUS OR+ FAILING THAT. AT
LEAST GAIN SOME TIME. CCONFIDENTIALY ¥

D0 DDODO
25X1A
25X1A
DATE:  QCTOBER 15+ 1775
orc: [
UNIT: O CI/FLO

EXT: )94

RELEASING OFFICER COQNUINATING OFFICERS AUYN!NYICATINJ QFPICKR

CLASSIFICATION Appromgf(ﬂfueﬂlﬁaﬁm&lwg*HFQ!!QEBRP&Q-EQQSQSBQQO&BOO1 %063 -1 IMPDET
Ct BY:mp7as

NpEx DISSEM BY:



ABES RG a sMESBAE Ecia-RDHasT00508R0003d0010062-1 ]

T & L] [ ]

SIGNAL GENTER USE ONLY 7. 3 *

Aom col , ACP roa v ' MRO ocy PAGF. or PAGES

OMF 0 0 G 0 0 0 0 N2

CLASSIFICATION

SECRET NOFORN

.
MESSAOK ~aNDLING INBICAYOR DATE-TIME GROUP cive MASBAQR AFFENENCE NUMBER

.

INDRX DISSEM BY:

CONF: ! INFO:  FILE g

wevunn 1o PER

o ooaao

P FILPS jv‘

EAST ASIA BRIEF 1b0-75.Y

L. THAILAND-LAOS: THE GOVERNMENT IN BANGKOK ANNOUNCED ON
TUESDAY THAT THAI AIRCRAFT HAD FIétp UPON LAOTIAN GUN POSITIONS
ALONG THE MEKONG RIVER.. BANGKOK IS CLAIMING THAT THE LAO SHORE
POSITIONS HAD BNFIRED ON A THAI PATROL BOAT. IT UAS THE MOST SER~
IOUS THAI REACTION YET TO THE DETERIORATING SITUATION ALONG THE
LAO-THAT BORDER.Y |

BANGKOK ASSERTS THAT LAOTIAN FORCES ALONG THE RIVER HAVE ON
FIVE DIFFERENT OCCASIONS IN THE PAST WEEK FIRED ON THAI PATROL
BOATS. THE THAI AIR STRIKE: OCCURRED ABOUT 4O MILES SOUTH OF
SAVANNAKHET . ¥ :

_ . THE FACT THAT THE THAI UERE PROVIDING AIR COVER FOR THE RIVER
PATROL SUGGESTS THAT THE MILITARY HIGH COMMAND IN BANGKOK WAS PRE-
PARED IN ADVANCE TO RESPOND FORCEFULLY. THE THAI HAVE BEEN SMART-
ING OVER LAO COMMUNIST REFUSAL TO BEGIN A DIALOGUE. AS UELL AS OVER
ALLEGED MILITARY PROVCCATION 8Y LAOTIAN UNITS ALONG THF &

BANGKOK HAS CONSIDERABLE LEVERAGE IN DEALING WITH VIENTIANE.

THAILAND MEETS THE BULK OF LAQS' RICE IMPORT NEEDS.V¥
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THAZLAND PURCHASES HYDRO -ERLECTRIC POWIR FROM LAOS AND THUS IS ’

AN INPOI TANT SOURCE 'OF FOREIGN EXCHANGE FOR VIENTIANE.Y
A 00D PART 0FF LAOS' OTHER IﬁPORTS ALSO MOVE THROUGH THAI
PORTS. //LAST AUGUST THE THAI CABINET WAS PREPARED TO SLAP A HOLD

ON ALl GOODS IN TRANSIT TO LAOS BECAUSE THE LAO MERE HOLDING TWO
THAL UIPLOMATS.//V

THERE HAS BEEN NO OFFICIAL LAO REACTION TG EITHER THE THAI
STATEMENT QR THE AIR ATTACK. VIENTIANE AS WELI. AS HANOI WILL AL-
MOST CERTAINLY LOOSE A STRIDENT PROPAGANDA BARRAGE AND MAY TAKE .
STEPS TO MAKE LIFE MORE DIFFICULT FdR THAI DIPLOMATS IN VIEMTIANE.Y

IT IS_UNLIKELY THAT THE RECENT AIR STRIKES WILL DETER THE
COMMUNISTS IN LAOS. ALTHOUGH THE THAI STATEMENT WAS LéM:KEY AND
DIi NOT .THREATEN FURTHER RETALIATION. THE PROSPECT IS FOR MORE AND
PERHAPS SERIOUS CLASHFES BY THE TWO SIDES IN THE WEEKS TO COME.
{SECRET} E-2 IMPDET.H
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE BRIEF 1LO-75.Y

3o //7PANAUAT  PANANA'S CELESRATION ON OCTO3ER L) OF THE
COUP THAT BROUGHT GENERAL OMAR TORRIJOS TO POMEE IN 19LA WAS A
PEACEFUL+ GENERALLY SOBER APFAIR. A CROWD OF ABOUT 354000 GATHERED
IN THL CAPXITAL+« FAR SHORT OF GOVERNMENT EXPECTATIONS.//SV

//SBBAKING AT THE OGLSERVANCES. TORRIJOS EMPYASTZED THE HEED
FOR PATIENCE DURING PROLONGED CANAL TREATY NEGOTIATIONS. GOVERNMENT
HEASURES HELPED LHSURE THE CONPLETE ABSEKCE OF ANTI-US DEHONSTRA-
VIONS: THE GOVERUNMENT IS SEEKING TO PROJECT ITSELF AS RESPCNSIBLEL
AND ENJOYING POPULAR SUPPORT. (CON?IDCNTIAL N0 FORNI//Y

2« LATIN AHERICA: LATIN ANERICAN AND CARIGBEAN MINISTERS ARE
FEETING IN PANAMA ON OCTOBER 15 TO ESYABLISH A NEW ORGAKIZATION TO
BE CALLED THE LATIN ANERICAN ECONONIC SVSTEH.V

THE ORGANIZATION. WHICH UILL BE OPEN TO ALL THE DEVELOPING
COUNTRIES OF THE AREA BUT NOT TO THE US+ WILL SEEK TO PROMOTE
ECONONIC DEVELOPHENT AND TO SERVE AS A FORUM IN UHICH TO FORMULATL
CONMON POSITIONS TO BE PRESENTED TO THE USy TO OTHER DEVELOPED
COUNTRIES, AND TO INTERNATIONAL FORUNS.¥
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SONE KEY QUESYIONS ABOUT THE NEW ORGANIZATION ARE YET TO BE
SETTLED. SOME GOVERNEENTS. PARTICULARLY BRAZIL+ ARE BOTHERED BY
THE “SUPRANATIOWAL™ FLAVUR OF THE NEW ORGANIZATION. BRAZIL WANTS
ALL DECISIONS TO 3F UNANINONS. AND THE MINISTERS WILL PROBAZLY AGREE
THAT MAJORITY DECISIONS WILL BE OPERATIVE BUT NOT BINDING ON GOVERHN-
MEITS THAT ABSTAIN OR OPPOSE THEM.V

ANOTHER PROBLES FOR BRAYIL AMD OTHEKS SEENMS TO DE DININISHING
AS COUNTRIES SUPPORTING THE NCW ORGAXIZATION MAKE IT CLEAR THEY DO
NOT SEE THE NEW SROUP XN AN ADVERSARY RELATIONSHIP WITH THC US.
THE LOW-KEY+ NON-CONTENTIOUS BEHAVIOR OF THE CUBANS IN THE YORKING
SESSIONS HAS HELPED.Y

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF T ECONEMIC 3YSTEN IS ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF
THE INPACT ®4E ORGANIZATION OF PETROLEUM EXPORTING COUNTRIES HAS
HAD OM LESS icvsLOPEb NATIONS . WHO SEE OPEC UNITY AS A KEY TO
EXERTING PRESSURE SUCCESSFULLY ON THE DEVELOPED HORLD. {CONFIDENTIAL}
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MIDDLE EAST AFRICA BRIEF 1kO-75.% '

L.NIGERIA: THE MILITARY GOVERNMENT HEADED BY BRIGADIER MUHAMMED
HAS BEGUN TO IMPLEMENT ITS RECENTLY UNVEILED FIVE-STAGE PROGRAMN
T0 RETURN NIGERIA TO CIVILIAN RULE BY 1979. LAST WEEK THE
REGIME ANNOUNCED THE FORMATION OF A COMMITTEE TO DRAFT A FUTURE
CONSTITUTION. THE COMMITTEE HAS BEEN GIVEN UNTIL NEXT SEPTBEEMBER
TO COMPLETE AN INITIAL DRAFT.Y

THE 50-MAN COMMITTEE INCLUDES SEVERAL WELL KNOWN FORMER

POLITICIANS WHO WERE LEADERS IN VARIOUS REGIONALLY-BASED POLITICAL
PARTIES THAT EXISTED PRIOR TO JANUARY 19kbk WHEN NIGERIA'S FIRST
MILITARY REGIME CAME TO POWER. AMONG THOSE NANED ARE TWO PROMINENT
IBOS WHO SUPPORTED THE SECESSIONIST BIAFRAN REGIME~ A NUMBER OF
OLD IDEOLOGUES OF A SOCIALIST BENT. AND SOME LESSER KNOWN NIGERIANS
WHO HAVE REPUTATIONS AS ECONOMIC NATIONALISTS. THE COMMITTEE

" MEMBERS HAVE BEEN.DRAUN FROM THE LEGAL PROFESSION. UNIVERSITIES.

BUSINESS COMMUTNITY. AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT. AND INCLUDE AT LEAST
TWO REPRESENTATIVES FROM EACH OF NIGERIA'S TUELVE STATES. 1IN
AéMUCH AS THE REGIME DOEBES NOT INTEND TO LIFT THE BAN ON POLITICAL

DATE:
ORIG:
UNIT:
EXT: ' &
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ACTIVITIES FOR AT LEAST THREF MORE YEARS. MANY OF THE COMMITTEE

MEMBERS CAN BE EXPECTED TO TRY TO USE THE COMMITTEE AS A SPRING-
BOARD TO FUTURE POLITICAL CAREERS.Y

NIGERIA'S MOST PROMiNENT EX-POLITICAN- CHIEF OBAFEMI
AUOLOWO+ THE L.EWADER OF THE FORMER YORUBA~BASED ACTION GROUP
PARTY+ WAS APPOINTED TO THE COMMITTEE BUT HAS PUBLICLY STATED
THAT THE DECLINES TO SERVE. AWOLOWO. WHO ADVOCATES A SWIFT
RETURN TO CIVILIAN RULE. NO DOUBT IS DEEPLY FRUSTRATED BY THE
REGIME'S FOUR YEAR TIMETABLE. HE WILL BE 70 YEARS OLD BY 1979
AND REALIZES THAT HIS LEADERSHIP HOPES ARE FADING WITH HIS

ADVANCING AGE AND LACK OF APPEAL AMONG YOUNGER NIGERIANS. <{CON~
FIDENTIALIY

2. GHANA: JUNTA LEADER COLONEL ACHEAMPONG LAST WEEK AN-

NOUNCED A MAJOR RESTRUCTURING OF GHANA'S THREE~YEAR-OLD MILITARY
REGIME. THE NEW GOVERNMENT STRUCTURE IS INTENDED TO GIVE THE

ARMED FORCES A MORE ACTIVE AND DIRECT ROLE IN GOVERNING THE

COUNTRY. ACHEANPONG PROBABLY HOPES THAT THIS WILL SERVE TO ‘.

LESSEN THE CHANCES FOR COUP PLOTTING BY RESTIVE OFFICERS WHO WILL

DATE:
 ORIG:
UNIT:
EXY:
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NOW HAVE HORE OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADVANCEMENT.V
GHANA'S FORMER RULING BODY+ THE NATIONAL REPEMPTION COUNCIL
{NRC}~ HAS NOlIl BEEN SUPERSEDED AS THE TOP POLICY-MAKING GROUP BY
A NEW 7-MAN SUPREME MILITARY COUNCIL {SMC} CHAIRED BY ACHEAMPONG.
THE SMC'S OTHER MEMRERS ARE: THE CHIEF. OF THE DEFENSE STAFF3
THE INSPECTOR GENERAL OF POLICES AND THE FOUR SERVICE CHIEFSt
WHO WERE EYCLUDED FROM THE NRC. EACH HtHBERn WITH THE EXCEPTION
OF THE CHAIRMAN- HOLDS OFFICE+ CONCURRENTLY WITH THE TERM OF
HIS SERVICE APPOINTMENT.Y
THE NRC RETAINS SOME FUNCTIONS+ BUT HAS BEEN DOMNGRADED
IN IMPORTANCE AND EXPANDED IN SIZE. IT IS NOWU CHARGED ONLY WITH
ADPMINISTERING POLICY AND OVERSEEING.THE OPERATION OF GOVERNMENT
MINISTRIES. ITS MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES THE MEMBERS OF THE SUPREME
MILITARY COUNCIL+ COMMISSIONERS OF STATE {HEADS OF MINISTRIESI.
REGIONAL COMMISSIONERS- AND THE COMMANDERS OF THE ARMY'S TWO IN-
FANTRY BRIGADES- SEVERAL NEW COMMISSIONERS HAVE BEEN APPOINTED.
INCLUDING SOME FROM THE LOWER ECHELONS OF THE MILITARY.Y
PROVISION HAS ALSO BEEN MADE FOR THE NRC TO BE ASSISTED BY

DATE:
ORIG:
UNIT:
EXT:
Approved For Release 2001/08/21 : CIA-RDP86T00608R000300010062-1




Approved For Release 2001/08/21 : CIA-RDP86T00608R000300010062-1 1\ v o 111

| v v [T "e 1901 WAL VIPE IRAE WURU  ALIL v

OUTGOING MESSAGE

AZ-«4CO0®
-
-
a

IIGNAI. CENTER USH ONLY ‘
Aca col - ACP Yoo ™we RO el PAGE oFr  races

OMF 0- O -0 O 0 0. 0O . -

T SLASSIPICAVION

SECRET WOFORN

UEISACE HANDLING INDICATOR OATS-VIME GROUP cne MASBAGE AEFERENCE NUMBER

NDEX DISSEM BY: !

NO INDEX

CONF: INFO: FILE

nerunv o PER

Q Qoo

P FiLES : #

"ADVISORY COMMITTEES™ THAT MAY BE ATTACHED TO VARIOUS GOVERNMENT
MINISTRIES AS NEEDED. THE ADVISORY COMMITTEES APPARENTLY ARE IN-
TENDED TO ALLOW MORE JUNIOR OFFICERS AND POSSIBLY SOME CIVILIANS
TO PARTICIPATE IN GOVERNMENT ACTIVITIES. TO DATE. THE REGIME HAS
DONE LITTLE TO PROVIDE FOR CIVILIAN PARTICIPATION IN THE GOVERN-
MENT BECAUSE OF ITS DISTRUST OF FORMER FOLITICIANS.Y
IN THE COURSE OF THE REORGANIZATIQNs TAREE OFFILCERS WHO
COLL ABORATED WITH ACHEAMPONG IN THE 1972 COUP WERE NOT INCLUDED
IN THE NEU RULING COUNCIL. THEIR RELATIONS WITH ACHEAMPONG kE-
CENTLY HAD BECOME SOMEWHAT STRAINED. MAKING IT MORE DIFFICULT
FOR THE GOVERNMENT TO MAKE DECISTONS AND TO SPEAK WITH -ONE VOICE.
THE THREE OFFICERS STIL!. RETAIN MINISTERIAL PORTFOLIOS IN THE
GOVERNMENT» HOUEVER+ AND HAVE BEEN GIVEN MILITARY PROMOTIONS.Y
THE SWEEPING REORGANIZATION OF THE GOOERNNENT PROBABLY
SERVES T0 GIVE THE BELEAGUERED REGIME A MUCH NEEDED FACE LIFT-
BUT ACHEAMPONG STILL MUST REVERSE THE IMPRESSION OF DRIFT HE
HAS CONVEYED IN DEALING WITH GHANA'S. DETERTORATING ECONOMIC

SITUATION. HE MJST ALSO DISPEL GROWING SUSPICIONS THAT HE IS
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ENGAGED IN CORRUPT BUSINESS DEALINGS. DISGRUNTLED ARMY OFFICERS

OF THE EWE TRIBE HAVE BEEN PLOTTING SINCE LATE LAST YEAR AND STILL
SEEM TO BE TRYING TO ORGANIZE A COUP. {SECRETY E-2 IMPDET.d
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